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The 
Spire 

Easter! 
Join us in our worship as we 
journey from Palm Sunday 

through Holy Week to  
our celebration of the 

resurrection on Easter Day.  
See page 2 for details 
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Holy Week Worship 

St Anneís Church: Church Road,  
off Northenden Road, Sale 

St Francisí Church: Budworth Road,  
off Norris Road, Sale Moor 

Palm Sunday 
       8 am    Said Eucharist at St Anneís 
   9.30 am    Eucharist with hymns at St Francis 
 10.30 am    Blessing of Palms, Procession, Dramatic Reading of  
                  the Gospel and Sung Eucharist at St Anneís  
 12.15 pm    Lent Lunch at St Anne's Church Hall 
       6 pm    Evening Prayer: Healing and the Bible at St Anne's 
  

Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
       8 pm    Silent Eucharist followed by 
       9 pm    Compline 
 

     10 am    Eucharist as usual at St Anneís on Wednesday       
  

Maundy Thursday 
6 pm  Seder Meal in St Anneís Church Hall 

       8 pm    Maundy Thursday Eucharist with Reception of the Holy Oils, Washing   
                  of Feet and Vigil  
  

Good Friday 
   9.30 am    Good Friday Service at St Francis 
   9.30 am    ìMessy Churchî Service at St Anneís Church Hall 
   1.30 pm    Liturgy of the Day at St Anneís 
 

Holy Saturday 
   9.30 am    Morning Prayer at St Anneís 
                  followed by cleaning and preparation of the Church 
   7.30 pm    Lighting of the Easter Fire & Easter Vigil  
 

Easter Day 
       8 am    Said Eucharist at St Anneís 
   9.30 am    Easter Eucharist and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
                  with hymns at St Francis 
10.30 am     Easter Eucharist, Baptism, Renewal of Baptismal  
                  Vows and Admission to Communion at St Anneís  
       6 pm    Evening Prayer for Easter Day 



 
Dear sisters and brothers 

A sk ìthe man on 
the streetî and he 
will tell you that 

Christmas is the most 
important date in the 
Christian Year. If the 
same guy bumps into a 
clergy person, he will 
probably mutter 
something to the effect 
that ìthis must be your 
busiest timeî. The 
answer is ìnoî to both 
statements.  
 

The Christian calendar 
has two peaks, of which 
Christmas is indeed one 
but Easter is the other. 
In fact, by the word 
ìEasterî we tend to 
mean that sequence of 
days between Good 
Friday to Easter Day, or 
even from Palm Sunday 
through Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, 
Holy Saturday to Easter 
Day. Rather than 
focusing on one day, 
Easter appears to 
suggest a journey over a 
period of days; this 
ìpeakî is longer than the 
spike of Christmas. 
 

This all means that this 
is a busier time than 
Christmas in Church. To 
grasp the full power of 
the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, we need to travel 
that whole journey, not 
just leap from Palm 
Sunday to Easter Day, 
missing out on what the 
liturgies of Maundy 

Thursday and Good 
Friday tell us about the 
shape and nature of 
Godís love. 
 

This is all a rather long-
winded way of saying 
that we encourage you 
to come to join us, not 
just on Sundays, but 
throughout ìHoly 
Weekî (28th March - 4th 
April). The Church of 
Englandís rule book, the 
Canons of the Church of 
England, instruct us that 
ìIt is the duty of all who 
have been confirmed to 
receive the Holy 
Communion regularly, 
and especially at the 
festivals of Christmas, 
Easter and Whitsun or 
Pentecost.î (Canon B 15 -  
Of the receiving of Holy 
Communion) as well as 
directing that the Holy 
Communion be 
celebrated on Maundy 
Thursday (Canon B 14) and 
requiring attendance at 
worship on Good Friday 
(Canon B 6). We sometimes 
pretend that we can 
make up our own rules 
about belonging to 
Church. The Canons 
have a role in reminding 
us that by definition, the 
Church of Jesus Christ is 
ordered and structured 
for the good of our souls 
and what it directs us to 

allows the Good News to 
strike us afresh. 
 

And if we travel this 
journey, coming to the 
services, what will we 
find? Above all we find a 
story; the story of Jesusí 
coming to confront false 
power, of those powers 
fighting back and 
seeking, through 
violence, to suppress the 
call to freedom and 
truth; and the 
mysterious story of the 
power of love and 
humility to outwit the 
darkness. 
 

It is so easy to think we 
know this story; Jesus 
riding a donkey, the Last 
Supper, betrayal, trial, 
cross and resurrection. 
We may know the 
outline. But it is when 
we sit and hear the story 
this year, allowing it to 
comment on all that has 
and is happening to us 
this year, that we see 
how Jesusí death and 
resurrection can be and 
is Good News for each of 
us and for the world. For 
that to be true there is 
only one thing to do and 
that is to join us. You are 
very welcome and we 
encourage you to do just 
that. 
 

With prayers for you and 
our parish, 
 

                  JulianJulianJulianJulian 
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Sponsored Bible Reading/Organ Playing 

     4 

Under the Spire 

T he Mayor of Trafford's Charity 
Fund is holding a Sponsored 
Bible Reading of the Four 

Gospels and The Acts of the Apostles, 
coupled with organ playing on 
Wednesday 12 May at St John's 
Church, Brooklands Road, Sale. 
Volunteers will read for 15-20 minutes 
each and the event is expected to last 
from 9.30 am until 9 pm. 
 
Can you help by volunteering to: 

★ read 
★ play the organ for 10 -15 mins 
★ find sponsors to support the event 

The money raised by your efforts will 
be split equally between Stockdales 
(as nominated by the Mayor of 
Trafford's Charity Fund) and a Charity 
of your choice. The event will be 
recorded. The Church will be open to 
the public for the whole time and 
everyone will be most welcome to 
come and listen. To volunteer or to 
get sponsor forms and more 
information please contact Chris 
Boyes c/o Mayor's Charity Committee, 
1A Whitehall Road, Sale, M33 3WJ or 
ring the The Mayor's Office: 912 
4106. 

A s Iím the local secretary itís not 
easy to admit that I donít look 
forward to Christian Aid Week! 

On top of the usual pressures of a 
demanding job, the week always 
coincides with producing this 
magazine and with my daughterís 
birthday. It also usually sees my work 
taking me to London. Nothing there to 
complain about, of course, and many 
of you probably have similar or 
greater demands on your time. But I 
guess that like many of you, the last 
thing I want to do on a beautiful 
spring evening that week is go round 
posting envelopes then spend another 
such evening knocking on doors 
asking for donations.  
 

Yet somehow I always manage to fit 
in the delivery and collection of 
envelopes, even a revisit to the 
people who were out when I called. 
And at the end of it Iím always glad I 
did it and wish Iíd done more. For 
many people round the world that 
week really is a hard week, just like 

every other week, and our small 
efforts can make a real difference in 
bringing hope, relief, improved health 
or self-sufficiency. Collecting house to 
house may not appeal to you, may 
not be your sort of thing, but why not 
give it a try. Like me, you may find 
itís not so bad after all, and Ann Helm 
(969 8968) will be really pleased to 
have your offer of help to cover all 
our allocated roads. Christian Aid 
Week 2010 is from 9 to 15 May. 
 

                           Howard Mason 
 

What would Jesus do?What would Jesus do?What would Jesus do?What would Jesus do?    
 

The customer at the Christian bookshop 
asked the shop assistant about a display 
of hats with the WWJD on them. She 
explained that this stood for "What would 
Jesus do?" and that the idea was to get 
people to consider this question when 
making decisions.  The man pondered a 
moment, then replied, "I don't think he'd 
pay £9.99 for that hat". 

A hard week?
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Under his wings 

St Francisí Notes 

T he playgroup 
meet as usual 
every Monday 

9.30  - 11.30 am. Tai 
Chi is on Wednesday 
evenings 6.45 pm - 
7.45 pm: for more 
information contact 
Douglas Craddock on 
0161 282 9291.  
 

On Thursday at 10 - 
11.30 am the keep fit 
for ladies over 50 meet, 
contact Edna Gibbons 
on 0161 962 5109.  
 

There is no Mothersí 
Union meeting on 1 
April as it is Maundy 
Thursday. The March 
meeting was very well 
attended when Rev 
Norman Hayton was our 

speaker. Everyone 
enjoyed themselves, 
and said how 
comfortable the room 
was; this may be due to 
us having acquired 
some lovely comfy 
chairs. 
 

On Monday 26 April BOA 
(Bereavement of 
Angels) have their 
monthly meeting for 
bereaved parents; for 
information ring Jo 
Williamson 0161 610 
8290. 
 

Our Bible Study Group 
will meet on Thursdays 
8 and 22 April at 2pm, 
and of course we have 
our morning prayer 
every Friday at 9 am. 

 

Everything at St. Francis 
is looking good, the 
groups are all going 
strong, and our 
bookings are increasing. 
A very warm welcome 
will be given to anyone 
wishing to join any of 
them. 

Saturday 17 April  
10.30 am to 12 noon 

with proceeds to Francis 
House. As usual we 
would welcome all 
donations for our raffle 
and bring & buy, also 
voluntary helpers.  

A fter a forest fire 
in Yellowstone 
National Park, 

forest rangers began 
their trek up a mountain 
to assess the damage. 
 

One ranger found a bird 
literally petrified in 
ashes, perched 
statuesquely on the 
ground at the base of a 
tree. Somewhat 
sickened by the eerie 
sight, he knocked over 
the bird with a stick. 
When he struck it, three 
tiny chicks scurried from 
under their dead 
mother's wings. The 

loving mother, keenly 
aware of impending 
disaster, had carried her 
offspring to the base of 
the tree and had 
gathered them under 
her wings, instinctively 
knowing that the toxic 
smoke would rise.  
 

She could have flown to 
safety but had refused 
to abandon her babies. 
When the blaze had 
arrived and the heat 
had scorched her small 
body, the mother had 
remained steadfast.  
 

Because she had been  
 

willing to die, those 
under the cover of her 
wings would live. 
  
Psalm 91:4 "He shall 
defend thee under his 
wings, and thou shalt be 
safe under his feathers.î 
 

Praise the Lord for his 
goodness and protection 
for all those who put 
their trust in him.     
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Rowlands Pharmacy
331 Norris Road, Sale

973 4850

Interior / Exterior
Painter and Decorator

A.C. Rudd
For a FRIENDLY
Quality Service

Telephone:
0161-969-1806

Free Prescription Collection & 
Delivery Service

Support for Nursing & Residential Homes
NHS & Private Prescriptions Dispensed

Medicine Use Reviews
Pregnancy Testing

Blood PressureMonitoring
Help with Stopping Smoking

Arthur Gresty Ltd. 
 FUNERAL HOMES

           2b Marsland Road, Sale Moor

“An independent family owned funeral home, offering a personal service
by David Gresty, his family and caring staff”

0161 962 1515
Chapels of Rest also in West Timperley and Northenden

Rolls Royce & 
Mercedes Hearse

& Limousines

24 Hour
Personal Service

PETTY
& CROSS

(est. 1978)
Builders & Joiners

Extensions, alterations, repairs
Domestic and Industrial Plans

Drawn to LA Specifications
All work guaranteed

Finance available
Members of Fair Trades969-7602



PUTTING OFF MAKING A WILL?

Your family won’t thank 
you for it. It takes less than 
an hour to make a Will and 
protect your loved ones.

o Home visits at a time 
to suit you

o Fixed Fees, no hidden extras
o Friendly efficient service
o Over 20 years experience

For a FREE no obligation information 
pack contact Somerset Lodge Wills on 
0800 393 128 (free) or contact us at 
www.somersetlodgewills.co.uk
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Alison Pimlott 
B.Sc.(Hons), D.Pod.M, M.Ch.S.

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST
HPC Registered

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

123 Northenden Road 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sale Moor � Sale � M33 3HF 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: (0161) 962 3131 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
♦ Reliable, time 

served tradesman 
♦ Personal Service 

♦ Fully Insured 
♦ Paper Hanging 

Specialist 

♦ All estimates are 
supplied in 
writing 

A. G. PRIESTNER 
Internal domestic decorator - Established 1967

Please contact                Allan Priestner 
0161 973 1241                             2 Leith Avenue, Sale

 SALE PHYSIOTHERAPY 

Alison Roche 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

Acupuncture Clinic and Kinesiology 
 

Dr Clareís surgery 
12 Derbyshire Road 
South, Sale, M33 3JP 
Tel: 0161 962 5908 
Mobile: 07713 122797 This company complies with 

the IPW code of conduct

CR SERVICES 
Garden/Patio Maintenance and Clearance 

       Take Away Rubbish 

Local Man and Local Rates
Call Carl for Free Quote on

0781 844 8330 
0161 905 3497 

email: carlrobinson1975@gmail.com 



Serving the Community for over 150 years.

Renowned for quality service and courtesy.

Agents for Fairways Prepaid Funeral Scheme
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St Anneís CE Primary School 
Trinity Road, Sale, Cheshire, M33 3ES 

Headteacher: Mrs Jane Brahney 
Tel: 0161-973-7181,  Fax: 0161-973-7769 

 
 

We are actively seeking sponsors. Can you help? 
The school originally opened in 1862 and has a long tradition of working closely with our 
church and local community. We aim to work together with parents, governors and clergy to 
help our children grow and develop into the Christian faith and to ensure that they achieve 
the highest possible standards. This is very much a family school, stressing Christian values.

MARTIN LEAH
FLOORCOVERING SPECIALISTS

12 THORN GROVE WAREHOUSE,
 SALE, M33 3AA 

TEL 0161TEL 0161TEL 0161TEL 0161----962962962962----5065506550655065    
FAX 0161FAX 0161FAX 0161FAX 0161----969969969969----1171117111711171    

R.E. JONES
(Funeral Directors)

17 Ashton Lane
Sale M33 6NP

Tel: 0161 973 1536

Foggy, misted up windows? 
No need to fit new ones. 

Save money ñ just replace the glass 
 

DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

DOCTOR 
 

Free, no obligation quote. 
All our work is guaranteed.

Family business ñ over 12 years experience 
WE ALSO REPAIR WINDOW LOCKS, HINGES AND 

HANDLES 

0161 962 8476
07863  599417

www.doubleglazingdoctor.orgwww.doubleglazingdoctor.orgwww.doubleglazingdoctor.orgwww.doubleglazingdoctor.org    

TRUST THE
FLOORCOVERING 
EXPERTS WITH 
YOUR NEEDS

FOR A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE TO BOTH DOMESTIC & 

COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS
� CARPETS � NATURAL FLOORING
� LINOLEUM � LAMINATES & WOOD
� VINYLS � GUARDSMAN STAIN

PROTECTION
Opening hours 8am - 6pm Mon-Sat

SEWING & PLANNING
SERVICE-FLOOR PREPARATION



 

Social Committee   

Parish Activity 
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T ickets for our 
rescheduled 
Parish Party have 

been available for some 
time and are going quite 
well. If you have not got 
yours yet let me remind 
you of the details. 
Saturday 24th April in 
the Church Hall starting 
at 6pm prompt, we aim 
to finish at around 10 
pm. Ticket prices are £6 
for adults and £3 for our 
younger guests. We will 
be providing a 
sumptuous buffet and 
are including a 
complimentary glass of 
wine; please bring your 
own liquid refreshment 
for the rest of the 
evening. Please do make 
every effort to join us; 
the atmosphere is much 
better if the hall is full. 
We try very hard to give 
a varied evenings 
entertainment to suit all 
tastes and ages. 
 

Can I also remind you 
about the date of the 
Car Treasure Hunt and 
Pub Grub, this will be on 
Saturday 12th June. I am 
already getting asked 
about it so please make 
a note to join in the fun 
and let me know in 
plenty of time. 
 

Over the past few 
months I have appealed 
for volunteers to join our 
group as we are getting 

rather thin on the 
ground and if things get 
any tighter we would 
have great difficulty in 
coping. As yet I have 
not had any response, 
so if anyone is prepared 
to help us on the day 
setting up etc and does 
not want to come on 
committee that would be 
fine. Please get in touch 
with me if you feel able 
to help. 

Also we are in need of a 
project manager and 
team dedicated to 
running the Annual Fair 
which takes place on 
Saturday 25 September. 
Again, if you can help, 
please contact me.  
 

Donít forget the Party, I 
look forward to seeing 
you there. 
 

                  Ken Bailey 
 

As a general election draws nearÖ. 

He on whom Heaven confers a sceptre knows not 
the weight till he bears it. ñ Corneille 
 

Campaign tactics:  ëHe who slings mud generally 
loses ground.í  Adlai Stevenson 



 

Mothers Union 

Church Fellowship 

Parish Activity 
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A reminder that 
there will be no 
meeting on 5 

April, Easter Monday, 
nor on 3 May, which is 
also a bank holiday. 
However, we are having 
an outing on Thursday 
20 May to the 
Lightwater Shopping 
Village near Ripon. The 
cost will be £22 which 
includes a two course 
lunch with tea or coffee. 
If anyone would like to 
join us please contact 
me on 962 1925. 
 

Wishing you all a very 
happy and blessed 
Easter. 
 

         Kathleen Holmes 
          

  

A Blessed and Happy 
Easter to you all! 

 

There is no meeting at 
St Francisí on Thursday 
1 April as it is Maundy 
Thursday. The evening 
meeting on Monday 12 
April has been changed: 
we are to visit our 
Prayer Partners at St 
Lukeís Winnington. We 

are going by car leaving 
St Anne's at 6.15 pm. If 
you wish to go please 
contact Jenny Egarr.  
 

On Thursday 29 April 
there is a Deanery 
Spring Lunch at St 
Peter's Assembly 
Rooms, Hale, cost £10. 

Our allocation of tickets 
has gone but if you 
would like to go, please 
contact Jenny Egarr to 
go on the waiting list.  
 

Good Wishes  
 

       Jenny Egarr, Leader 
 

“Why is it that no matter where we sit, 
the vicar always seems to be looking 
right at me all through the sermon?!”

Q. What is the difference between Bird Flu and Swine Flu? 
A.  For bird flu you need tweetment , for swine flu you need oinkment. 
 

Q: Can you do anything that other people can't? 
A:  Sure, I can read my handwriting. 



 

Choir Notes 

 

Trans World Radio (TWR)... 

Parish Activity 
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A s I write this, the 
weekly anthems 
sung during Lent 

are well underway, with 
some glorious pieces 
written over 450 years 
ago by Purcell and 
Palestrina - and Bach if 
we have got it ready in 
time! 
 

The music in Easter 
week is more recent; 
"Tantum Ergo" by de 
Séverac on Maundy 
Thursday and "Ave 
Verum" by Saint-Saëns 
on Good Friday were 
each written only 100 
years ago. "The Easter 
Song of Praise" by 
Richard Shephard (born 
1949) is more recent 
still and will change the 
mood in celebration of 
Easter Sunday. 
 

It is very difficult to find 

music that everyone 
enjoys all the time, but 
we try our best, and 
very occasionally there 
is a spine-chilling 
moment in our music 
making when it all 
seems to work. We hope 
that the congregation 
feels this too.  
 

Our next big challenge 
will be the concert on 
3rd July. Have you put 
the date into your 

diaries yet? Please do! 
 

A Happy Easter to you 
all. 
 

             Bridget Beggs 

...is to launch on DAB 
digital radio on 1 April.  
 

Trans World Radio is 
coming to the North 
West of England.  From 
1st April the Christian 
broadcaster will be 
available to DAB 
listeners in the region as 
they launch on the MXR 
multiplex (the editors 
have no idea what this 
means but trust our 

readers are better 
informed), covering an 
area stretching from 
Nantwich in the south to 
beyond Windermere in 
the north. TWR, an 

international Gospel 
network, currently 
broadcasts on satellite 
channel 0138, Freesat 
channel 790, online at 
twr.org.uk and at 
selected times on Short 
Wave and Medium 
Wave. 
 

North West listeners 
should scan for channels 
on their digital radio and 
look for ìTWRî. 

Chant in the dark 
 

Situation: Friday evening at Choir Practice. 
Problem: The lights fused. 40 people were 

plunged into darkness, unable to see their 
music. 

What happened? We learnt a Taizé chant and sang 
it as a round. 

Result: Precious time was fully utilised until John 
and Tony sorted things out and lit us up again!  

Thank you gentlemen!  
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John Hugall Ltd 
143 Northenden Road, Sale 

Tel: 973 1056 or 973 1118 Fax: 973 1056 
 

Prescriptions                       Aids for the Elderly and Disabled 
(including Free Collection & Delivery Service)         Perfumes 
Blood Pressure Monitoring                  Photographic Supplies 
Pregnancy Testing                                         Baby Requisites 
Incontinence Products                                                 Oxygen 
Surgical Hosiery & Trusses                               Toilet Articles 
 

ASK YOUR PHARMACIST FOR INFORMATIION AND ADVICE 

Advanced cosmetic care including 
ceramic veneers, inlays, crowns & 

bridges 
Up to date denture designs using  

white clasps, magnetic retention and, 
where appropriate, implants 

Gum problems treated by  
our own hygienist 

Denplan Care available 
Free car parking 

 
     

            Tel: 
0161 973 6356/3234/3498 

Ian Wood
Ian Morrison 
Sandra Berns
Mukhtar Ahmad

116 Northenden Road
Sale

Cheshire M33 3HD

a small well run family owned hotel
offering good comfortable accommodation 
in a warm & friendly atmosphere…

The perfect venue for any occasion
Specialising in Weddings, Birthdays

Dinner Parties, Christenings & Funerals
Meeting Room & Conference details available upon request

Alexander’s Bistro & Bar open Mon - Sat evenings from 6pm
Reduced accommodation rates for Alexander’s customers

Charlton Drive, off Irlam Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 2BH

TELEPHONE 
0161 973 1881/1764 
www.lennoxlea.co.uk 

Northern Gas Services Ltd Northern Gas Services Ltd Northern Gas Services Ltd Northern Gas Services Ltd     
Park Road, Sale M33 6NX 

 

High efficiency boiler installations      Boilers/combis replaced 
Landlord safety checks                        General plumbing work carried out  
Fires and cookers installed & serviced 
 

Free quotes - contact Stephen : 
     Tel: 0161 962 6607       Mobile:      07732 474796



 

Sunbeams 

Book Group 
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Parish Activity 

W e were deeply 
sorry to see 
Janet go after 

all her hard work. We 
will miss Dennis, too, 
whose cooking helped 
our planning meetings 
along fantastically.  
 

This half term we are 
looking at the story of 
the Prodigal Son. We 
have explored how 
difficult sharing is, spent 
ìmoneyî and discovered 
that it is hard to have 
everything in life. Our 
photographs are of our 
building homes from 
cardboard as we thought 
of the younger son 
having nothing to live in  
and of the many other 
people in the world who 
also are homeless. New 
helpers are beginning to 
step forward from the 
parents and carers which 
makes it a bit easier to 

run our programme. We 
remain really grateful to 
those who come so 

faithfully to make tea 
and put out drinks for 
the children. 

O ur next book is 
Abraham 
Vergheseís 

unusual novel Cutting 
for Stone, ìa beautiful 
saga of passions and of 
family upheavals which 
brilliantly brings to life 
the Addis Ababa of the  
60s, 70s and 80sî. We 
meet to discuss it on 
Monday 19 April, 8pm, 
at the Vicarage.  

We follow this in May 
with Hilary Mantellís 
tremendous Man Booker 
Prize winner, Wolf Hall, 
a novel telling the story 
of Thomas Cromwell and 
in the process many of 
the key players of the 
time of Henry VIII - 
Wolsey, More, Cranmer 
and so on, not to 
mention some of those 
wives - as well as the 

separation of the Church 
of England from Rome. 
We will be discussing 
this on Monday 24 May, 
trusting that weíll have 
made it through its 650 
pages in time. Do join us 
at any of our gatherings, 
no strings attached. 
 
















